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In 2021, the associate vice presidents (AVPs)
and I were being asked to attend several club
Zoom meetings each month to discuss and
answer questions about the status of FAA regulations and its impact on their clubs. Early on,
we decided to keep a record of the evolving most
frequently asked questions (FAQs) resulting from
these meetings.
In the fall of 2021, we also decided that we
could respond to more clubs by hosting one Zoom
meeting a month, open to any of the district club’s
officers. By the time you read this column, we
should be hosting a March meeting. Following
is a brief summary of the first Zoom meeting we
hosted on January 20, 2022, for those who didn’t
attend or have access to the online report.
The Zoom meeting was scheduled for Thursday
from 7:30 until 9 p.m. Club invitations requested
an RSVP and we received 16, which we thought
was quite good for the first meeting with only a
week’s notice. Agenda topics to kick off the first
meeting covered a broad area outlined in twelve
FAQs included in the invitations. The club officers
were told that the focus of discussions could be
on any of the FAQs or their own questions.
Seconds after we opened the meeting, attendance counts exceeded our expectations with 47
officers joining. Later on, we found that a computer reboot caused others trying to join to be

stuck in a virtual waiting room. Steps were taken
to prevent this from happening again.
Overall, we considered the meeting successful,
as some of the many clubs and officers reported
in their email comments to us. Shortly before the
meeting, we received the new 2021 AMA Annual
Report and Government Affairs Report, from which
we highlighted important content on AMA membership status, regulatory wins, Safety Risk
Management club flying site altitude increases,
and advocacy and outreach efforts. We then
focused on some of the FAQs and questions from
attendees. Items discussed included altitude limit
determination and enforcement in controlled/
uncontrolled airspace, FAA’s remote operator test
and registration as a club responsibility, FRIA
site applications and remote-ID module status, a
UASidekick app demonstration, and more.
As promised during the meetings, a report of
everything discussed, including the FAQs covered
and the responses to attendee questions as well
as any of the AMA documents presented, is available to all clubs and members to view at www.
amadistrict-i.org/zoom.
Thanks to all who attend the Zoom meetings
and to AVP Daren Hudson for cohosting. Please
let us know what topics in any area of aeromodeling you would like covered before future endof-month meetings.
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